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Instructor Information:

Instructor: Kathleen Teel 
School Phone: (816) 942-3282 Extension: 1137

E-mail: kdteel@ndsion.edu
Office:  Science Office
Office Hours:  4th hour, After school

Classroom Expectations:
Be on time and prepared for class. Active participation is essential.

Attendance is essential to learning, be here.

Respect one another in both word and action.

Text:
Kendall Hunt:  Forensic Science Handbook for High School by Deslich and Funkhouser

Course Description:
Forensic science is a semester course that will explore the science of criminology drawing upon students' knowledge from prior science courses.  Emphasis will be placed on proper procedure and laboratory analysis and techniques based on those used by real forensics experts.  Simulated crime scenes will be investigated as evidence is collected and students develop their observation skills and deductive reasoning. The class will consist of laboratory activities and presentation of methods & analysis, lectures over materials not included in the lab manual.
Course Goals and Objectives:

Using various laboratory techniques, students will acquire the following skills, and general knowledge associated with forensic science:

Collection of evidence without compromising the material or crime scene

Following chain of custody through completion of evidence examination and reporting

Preparation of microscopic evidence (hair, DNA, fluids, cellular material)

Use of light microscopy to examine and differentiate among different samples (hair, fingerprints, blood)

Practice the principles of thin-layer chromatography, color tests, and crystal tests to discriminate among various “suspicious” substances

Perform electrophoresis to analyze multiple DNA and protein samples

Examination of bone morphology to identify likely race, gender, and height of individual

Conduct document analysis for instances of tampering and forgery

Grading:
Grades will be calculated based on points accumulated during the quarter. As a general rule of thumb, between 350-450 points will have accrued each quarter. At the end of the semester, there will be a comprehensive, 4-day final lab practicum and a final exam.
A – Indicates very superior work. Student is careful, thorough, and prompt in the preparation of all required work and has the initiative to go beyond the assigned work.

B – Indicates work of above average quality. Student works independently and confidently on assignments.

C – Denotes work of average quality. Student works well on assigned tasks and finishes on time. 
D – Denotes work of inferior quality. It allows credit toward graduation, but indicates a serious deficiency. 

F – Denotes failure to meet course requirements, for which no credit will be given.

Absenteeism: 

It is crucial that you are present in class. As this is a lab-based class, you MUST make up all missing lab work. If you are absent on the day of an exam or trial (and accompanying lab report), you are expected to hand in the assignment/take the exam upon your immediate return. This is the policy in the student handbook. 

Plagiarism & Cheating:
Plagiarism is a type of cheating where a student presents the work of another as her own. [This] can include, but is not limited to copying home work assignments or reproducing a piece of text (whether in whole of in part) word for word and presenting it as your own. Changing several words or rearranging sentence structure does not reduce the charge of plagiarism. Plagiarism or cheating of any kind on any class work will result in a non-negotiable zero for that assignment and immediate notification of parents and school administration. Please remember that integrity is difficult to regain once tarnished, as is trust and respect. The preceding was cited from Mrs. Frederick’s English III syllabus. Please read the policy in the student handbook on page 22. 

