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VOCABULARY FOR MECHANICS AND USAGE

You are expected to be able to understand, even define the following terms about your language and its structure.

phrase -  a group of words with no subject verb combination
clause – a group of words which includes a verb and its subject

independent clause – expresses an complete idea, a sentence

dependent or subordinate clause – a group of words with a verb and its subject which does not express a  


complete idea.  Often referred to as a sentence fragment.

pronoun – a word which takes the place of a noun.

antecedent – the word the pronoun replaces, usually found in a sentence BEFORE the pronoun.
pronouns  - gender (masculine or feminine)  number (plural or singular)  case (nominative, objective, 

possessive)

indefinite pronoun – usually have no clear antecedent (can’t go to the sentence and find a noun to replace) 

conjunction – a word which joins phrases and clauses:  coordinating, subordinating, correlative
collective noun – names a group:  class, team, committee, choir

conjunctive adverb – a word traditionally an adverb but used as a conjunction to join clauses

verbal – a verb which no longer serves as the verb or action of a sentence:  participle, gerund.  Note, to be the verb of a sentence an ING word will ALWAYS have a helper.  If it does not, it is one of the following below:

participle – ing verb which serves as an adjective

gerund – ing verb which serves as a noun

