Eng. 3/British Lit

Summer Reading -    http://asummerconversation.blogspot.com

George Orwell’s famous dystopian (look up this word if you do not know this antonym of utopian) novel was published in 1949.  World War II had ended, and although the Axis powers (Germany, Italy, Japan, Hungary, Bulgaria and others) were defeated by the Allied powers of Great Britain, Soviet Union, United States, China, France, Yugoslavia, Mexico, Brazil, and others) the world was still full of tension due to the Soviet Union’s aggressive takeover of countries in eastern Europe and other parts of the world like southeast Asia.  The Soviet bloc of nations was the enemy of the free world in what came to be known as a Cold War.  This war was fought not on a literal battlefield but through competition such as space exploration and medals won during the Olympic games.  Orwell would have been pleased to know that the human spirit did prevail and the Soviet Union’s totalitarianism ended in 1991.  One of the most symbolic celebrations was the destruction of the Berlin wall.

This politically charged atmosphere at the time Orwell’s novel was published did create an atmosphere of apprehension.  The afterword of the novel begins, “George Orwell’s 1984 is the expression of a mood, and it is a warning.  The mood it expresses is that of near despair about the future of man, and the warning is that unless the course of history changes, men all over the world will lose their most human qualities, will become soulless automatons, and will not even be aware of it.”


When the year dated 1984 ended without the collapse of democracy, the world breathed a figurative sigh of relief.  UNFORTUNATELY, we still live with many of the qualities of this novel.  The novel introduces readers to one of the most famous characters in literature, Big Brother.  It also introduces readers to a type of manipulative language called Newspeak and Doublespeak.  Using this language, citizens of 1984 were able to view 2 contradictory ideas and truly believe that both were true.  Therefore they would accept the 3 major slogans or philosophies of INGSOC that IGNORANCE IS STRENGTH, FREEDOM IS SLAVERY, and WAR IS PEACE.

In your novel, the protagonist Winston Smith finds a copy of Emmanuel Goldstein, The Book, which explains the 3 contradiction in all caps above.  In my copy of the novel, these pages which explain the philosophies of INGSOC, begin on 163 and end on 192.  You may SKIM or SKIP.  It is tough reading which I will present to you in summary form when we begin our unit.

Our Summer Conversation blog will be over how others get us to believe and do what they want us to believe and how they would like us to behave.  It will also feature language.  Language is our major communications system, yet it is often used dishonestly to manipulate our understanding or to hide reality or truth from us.  I hope you will participate to tell the junior class what you think or have experienced.  Copy and paste the URL above and below to enter.
http://asummerconversation.blogspot.com
